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Dr unken dr iving def endant  chal lenges  r adar  gun accur acy  
 
 
As s ociat ed P r es s  

E AS T ON, P a. - T he lawyer  for  a Nor thampton County man charged with s peeding and drunken dr iving is  trying to get 
par t of the cas e thrown out over  concerns  about the rel iability of s tate police radar  guns .  

At is sue in the cas e is  the reliabil ity of the Decatur  Genes is -brand radar  gun, which some troopers  s aid would 
occas ionally produce er roneous  readings  when pointed at s tationary obj ects .  

A leading cr itic of the devices , former  s tate police technician J.T .  S hingara, tes tified Fr iday at a hear ing in Nor thampton 
County cour t that the Decatur  Genes is  guns  can give fals e readings  when they are plugged into the cigarette lighter  
socket in running police cruiser s .  

Allentown attorney Jas on Jenkins  called S hingara to the s tand in an attempt to pick apar t an otherwis e routine case 
agains t a client, Jos hua Los ito, who was  pulled over  for  s peeding, then charged with drunken dr iving on Dec. 4,  2003. 

Jenkins  has  argued that the initial traffic s top was  invalid becaus e the ar res ting officer  us ed a Decatur  Genes is  radar  gun 
at a time when ques tions  had been rais ed about its  accuracy. 

T he s tate police corporal who ar res ted Los ito tes tified that the gun was  working fine. 

T he j udge did not indicate when he would rule in the matter .  

S tate police officials  s ay the problems  with the gun are being exaggerated and overblown by the media. 

An independent s tudy conducted by the Univer s ity of Pitts burgh S chool of Engineer ing concluded that while the radar  
unit occas ionally regis tered fals e readings  becaus e of inter ference, they worked adequately in the field when pointing at 
moving car s .  

I n a separate laws uit, S hingara has  claimed his  j ob was  threatened for  s peaking out about problems  with the units .  
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