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J. Michael Sheldon
' Attorney at Law
6059 Allentown Boulevard's Harrisburg, PA 17112
www_counsel-ai-law.com
Teleplone (717) 657-3464
Facsimile (717) 671-1258

MEMORANDUM
DATE: Octlober 14, 2004
TO: Michael Gozdiskowsiki Jr.
FROM: J. Michael Sheldon, Esquire
RE: GENESIS RADAR

Dear Mr. Gozdiskowski:

Accompanying this letter are pages from the transcript of Cumberland County v. Brent
Hanlin, Criminal Docket No. 03-0466. The trial was held on September 3, 2003 before The
Honorable Edward Guido, Cumberland County Court of Pleas. This portion of the transcript
concerns my questions to the witness from PSP. That particular witness’ name is Timothy
Shingara. At the time of this trial, he was working in the Technical Support Division for the
PSP. bere in Harrisburg. He has been subsequently reassigned from Technical Support.
However, if you want to subpoena him, his home address is 1431 Wanda Lane, Harrisburg, PA
17109. Mr. Shingara’s boss or former boss’s name is James Mark Wri ghtstone. He is presently
employed in Technical Support.

Also, I have enclosed a list of Official Electronic Device Testing Stations for radar
devices.
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request that Defendant's Exhibits 2 and 3 be admitted, if
ner in the defense -- or at least in the Commonwealth's
case --

THE COURT: Do you cbject to the admission
of your exhibits 2 and 3 at this point, Mr. Sheldon?

MR, SHELDON: Are they going to be published
to the jury, Your Honor?

THE COURT: I'll make that ruling at a later
time.

MR. SHELDON: I have no objection,

THE CQURT: They are admitted.

MR. KEATING: &nd the Commonwealth rests,
Your Honor.

THE COURT: So exhibits 2 and 3 of tha
defendant are admitted, and Commonwealth nunber 1 js
admitted. The Commonwealth rests.

(Whereupon, Defendant's Exhibits 2 and 3 were
admitted into evidence, )

THE COURT: Do you wish to present any
evidence, Mr, Sheldon?

MR. SEELDON: Yes, Your Honor, we cc, but
before we do we respectfully move for a demurrer on theé ==

THE COURT; Denied., You may proceed.

MR. SHELDON: We call Timothy sShingara.

MR. KEATING: Your Honor, may we approach?
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THE CQURT: You may.

(Whereupon, the following occurred at
sidebar;)

MR, KEATING: Your Honor, 1'd like to ask for
an offer of procf.

THE COURT: Go ahead, Mr. Shelder,

MR. SHELDON: There has been a lot of talk,
Your Honor, about how the trooper has charged my client with
doing 70 miles per hour in a 45 mile per hour, and how my
client became agitated for that and protested that he
couldn't possibly be going that faat. This goes to bolster
my client's credibility,

THE COQURT: What's Mr. Shingara going to
Say?

MR. SHELDON: Mr. Shingara's golng to testify
that the Genesis model unit that the trooper ussd in
conjunction with the patrol vehicle of the Crown Victoria is
defective and erronecusly reqgisters speeds of 70 miles an
hour.

THE COURT: Is he going to say they all do
or gome of them do?

MR. SHELDON: He's qeing to say that it's a
widespreed problem with Genesis, and that there is a
corrective measure to¢ be dona, but has not bean done con any

of the Genesis models.

R :\:"l"‘,'"*rr T —
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THE COURT: Does he know if that's ~- if
this particular medel was defactive? Is he going to state
that?

MR. SLELDON: He is going to state that this
particular model is of the models that have been defective
in the past.

- MR. KEATING: You mean this particular unit?

THE COURT: ALl right. We're going to take
4 recess now, We'll listen Lo what he has to say in
camera, and then we'll make & ruling.

MR. KEATING: Okay. Thank you, Your Honor,

(Whereupon, the sidebar concluded.)

THE CCURT: Ladies and gentlemen, I've got
to make certaln rulings -- legal rulings. That's part ot my
job, and they're putting me to work right now. S0 we're
geing to put you at sase while I do my woriX. We're joing
to take a 10 or 15 minute recess. 30 keep an open mind,
Do not discuss the case. Thank you for your service.

We'll call you back when we need you.

{Whexeupon, the jury left the courtxoom at
9:34 a.m., and the following testimony occurred without the
jury's presence:)

Whereupon,
JOHN TIMOTHY SHINGARA

having been duly sworn, testified as follows:
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ODIRECT EXAMINATION
5Y MR, ESHELDON:
Q Pleas: state your name for -he rezord, and
spell your last name for the Zourt reporter,

A John Vimothy Shingara, S-h~il-n-g-a-r-a.

Q Are you employed, sir?
A Yea, I am.

0 By whom®

A

The Pennsylvania State Police, Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania.

Q Ary division or bureau?

.3 I work for the Technical Support Division,

Q And wiat ia thato

A We are a -~ we're the technicians, the techno
pecple; computers, r.dios, radar, electronie daviges,
telephone,

Q Yeu service and repalr them?

A We haie contractors, We dc contractor
compliance, We monitor the performance of electronics that
the troopers use, ant we maintain the contracts. We're the
interface between th- actua’ service people and the
Lroopers.

Q How long have you been so employed?

A Ten yrars with the State Polige,

Q Have you receiwved any trailning to perform the
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job that you do?

A My wh:le career has been baseq on
electronics. Se it fits well into the broad categories
that my tasks are at work by following ~- there's & lot of
them, yas.

THE C:URT: Let’s get to the point then with
Tregarcd to the --

BY MR. SHELDON.

Q Do you know how radar works o determine the
speed of a vehicle?

A Yes, sip, I do.

Q Can yuu explain it to Lhe Court?

THE C.'JRT: Okay.

MR. SHELDON: Don't need that?

THE CGURT: I don't need that. What, if
any, probiems exist w»ith regard to the radar unit that this
trooper used in this Particular case?

BY MR. SHELDON;

Q In associlation with the Crown Viecteria,

A We ha e become aware that the Genesls radaz
in cooperation witn .1e Crown Victoria vehicle =~ the Crown
Victoria has an inferior or not a very geod alternator
charying system. Y1 probably heard in the Years past on
your radios -- it's talled alternating whining —- a whining

Sound in your car radio, fThe Genesis radar interprets that
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as speed readings in the 70 mile an hour range.

Q In whit range?

A The 7C mile an hour range.

Q Does anything have to be moving in front of
it in erder for it to be registering 702

A No, w:en the car sits idol it registers in
the 70 range; e

Q Te the best of Your knowledge, does the
factory acknowledge this problem?

A The factory has acknowledged this problem.

Q fas arytning been done to correct the
problem?

A We've brought it to the factory's attencion
and the factory has acknowledged it and recommended a fix
for the problem,

Q Has that fix been implemented?

A Just :is a test phase right now. Qur
division has the fix, and has recommended to headquarters to
implement it,

THE CﬁURT: Wouid this trooper have been
advised of the prebl:m with Genesis back in November of
20027

THE W%TNESS: Not officially, There Wiy -

THE CNURT: Okay. 8o there's no reascn to

question his testimony that he was not awere of that
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1 problem?

2 TEE WITNESS: No.

g BY MR. SHELDON:

4 Q Did you make it known to your superiors?

5 A Yes, I did.

6 THE CbURT: When? When did this all come

7 about?

g THE W TNESS: Actually the problem started

9 with the 1999 Crown Victoria. We took it to the factory,
10 and they came up with a fix with it. Guer the past 6
1] months I've been gathering information --
12 THE COURT: Was that fiz implemented?
13 THE WITNESS: Yes, it was, and it was done,
14 but over the past 6 or 8 months I've noticed ~~ I monitor
15 the radar contracts -- a lor of radar guns were being sent
16 back, sent back, and sent back, and it didn't come out and
17 hit us that - here again, it took a little bit to figure
18 out that is the problem coming back with the new cars, the
19 same model,
20 THE cﬁuaT: Do you know whether the trooper
21 was driving the neq_ga;azh‘_‘q_
22 THE WITNESS: Yes, he was,
23 TBE COURT: He was driving a new car, okay,
24 MR. SHELDON: I have nothirg further, Judge .
25 CROSS EXAMINATION
p 107
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BY MR. KEATING:

Q Sir, what you're saying though is that some
of the Genesis radar handguns, for lack of a better term,
were faulty because of the Crown Victoria, correct?

A The interaction betwéen the Genesis radar gun
and the Crown Victoria, the problem will exhibit itself.

Q Okay. And that will be apparent to the
Lroopers, correct?

A Actually if they were -- if they were look ~-
if they knew about it and they were looking for it, yes, bat
if they didn't know it -

Q Well, that's how you becama aware of it
because the troopers are the ones who sent it in to be

fixed, correct?

=

A I look at the records of the repair shops.

have four repair ghops, and 1 see -- and the taechnicians

there are telling me that they're sending a lot back,

they're sending a lot back.

Q The troopers are sending it to the repair
shops?

A And trey're coming back, and chen they posted
a8 couple questions like, what's going on with these guns?
So they were aware o’ it around four months ago.

Q Okay, 8o it wasn't all of these particular

radar handguns, it was some of them, correct?
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